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would not have this office in any way belonging to him, and thus
would not have any semblance of being a political officer.
But further, if he were to be a political officer, I certainly could
not recommend his elevation to the House of Lords. Her Majesty
graciously offers a Peerage for Sir John Adye. This would give to
the military system now prevailing able and professional support.
But the object which is aimed at by my recommendation is to
obtain support which shall be not only able and professional, but
independent. This of course could not be gained by the elevation
of Sir John Adye : for whom we greatly desire a seat in the House
of Commons.
I would hope that this explanation may like some former ones
be graciously received by Her Majesty.
I apprehend that, if it be thought needful, there could be no
difficulty in defining, by a note or memorandum for clearer
understanding, the exact relation to the Commander in Chief in
the House of Lords.
767             General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. March 19. 1881.
. . . Her Majesty is glad to find that you agree with her in
thinking his elevation to the Peerage would be inadvisable if he
were to become a political officer. But The Queen will ask you to
consider whether the elevation as now proposed will not convert
him into one. The avowed object of his having a seat in the House
of Lords is to enable him to controvert the arguments urged by
the opposition against the Ministerial Army Scheme. In the very
improbable but not absolutely impossible event of a change of
Government taking place on this question, the new administra-
tion would of course remove him from his office as a political
opponent.
The Commander in Chief and his Staff form a Military Unity
which must sound no uncertain note as regards the Army and the
only voice which can speak on Military matters from this body
with any authority is that of the Commander in Chief.
No doubt Sir Garnet Wolseley could give able and professional
support to the Army measures brought forward by Mr. Childers *
but it would not, as long as he held the office of Quarter Master
General, be independent support as you desire.
1 Secretary for Wax.